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ESG Book GmbH 
Junghofstraße 16 

60311 Frankfurt am Main, Germany 
+49 69 5095 55502 

info@esgbook.com 
 

 

To: The California Air Resources Board (CARB) 

E-mail: climatedisclosure@arb.ca.gov 

Date: March 21, 2025 

Subject: Consultation Submission: Inform Implementation of California Climate-Disclosure 
Legislation, Senate Bills 253 and 261, as amended by SB 219 

Dear Madam/Sir, 

On behalf of ESG Book, we appreciate the opportunity to provide feedback to CARB on developing 
approaches to implement California Climate-Disclosure Legislation, Senate Bills 253 and 261, as 
amended by SB 219. We welcome California’s decision to enhance transparency on the disclosure 
of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and climate related financial risks through these pieces of 
legislation. 

We hereby submit our feedback to the questions and provide information solicited as part of the 
consultation process as follows: 

3. CARB is tasked with implementing both SB 253 and 261 in ways that would rely on 
protocols or standards published by external and potentially non-governmental entities. 

• a. How do we ensure that CARB’s regulations address California-specific needs and are 
also kept current and stay in alignment with standards incorporated into the statute as 
these external standards and protocols evolve?   

• b. How could CARB ensure reporting under the laws minimizes a duplication of effort for 
entities that are required to report GHG emissions or financial risk under other mandatory 
programs and under SB 253 or 261 reporting requirements?   
 

Feedback: To ensure CARB’s regulations address California-specific needs while staying aligned 
with evolving external standards and minimize the duplication of effort for entities, the agency should 
develop interoperability with global standards such as the ISSB by adopting a dynamic, hybrid 
approach that prioritizes both local relevance and global consistency.  
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The ISSB standards serve as the global baseline for sustainability reporting, enhancing transparency 
and usability of sustainability information for investors. Decision-useful, comparable, and consistent 
data is critical. CARB should develop a formal review process to evaluate external standards and 
assess their applicability to California’s climate goals such as equity mandates, wildfire resilience, or 
water scarcity challenges. The agency should add supplemental requirements that suit its needs and 
targets. To maintain alignment, CARB could embed version-tracking mechanisms in its rules, such 
as automatically adopting minor technical updates from external standards while requiring Board 
approval for major changes.  

Furthermore, to minimize duplication for entities reporting under SB 253, SB 261, and other programs, 
CARB should harmonize definitions (e.g., GHG scopes, risk metrics) with widely adopted frameworks 
like the GHG Protocol, SBTi and ISSB, enabling companies to reuse existing data. The modular 
reporting templates would let companies submit standardized sections alongside California-
specific supplements. 

The ISSB has already been fully adopted by eight jurisdictions and will begin applying to companies 
and financial institutions across jurisdictions from 2025, covering an expected circa 130,000 
reporting entities. According to ESG Book’s ISSB adoption tracker, 34 jurisdictions have either fully 
adopted, partially incorporated, or committed to adopting the ISSB standards through official plans 
or regulatory processes. Given this global momentum, aligning the regulations with the ISSB 
standards would promote consistency and comparability of sustainability information across 
jurisdictions. Such alignment would also help companies meet international investor expectations 
and regulatory requirements, reducing fragmentation and streamlining compliance efforts. 

Our disclosure utility platform also supports key framework such as the ISSB and ESRS, ensuring 
companies can comply efficiently with multiple regulatory requirements. By promoting 
standardization and alignment, we empower companies to navigate evolving regulations while 
maintaining high-quality, comparable ESG disclosures. 

 

A key focus for global regulators is achieving comparability across entities and jurisdictions, which is 
crucial for attracting foreign capital and managing cross-border activities. Aligning with the ISSB 
standards helps reduce regulatory fragmentation and provides a passporting mechanism to align 
various reporting regimes, aiding companies and investors. 
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Fig 1. ESG Book Smart Pre-fill functionality 

 

5. Should the state require reporting directly to CARB or contract out to an “emissions” 
and/or “climate” reporting organization?   

6. If contracting out for reporting services, are there non-profits or private companies that 
already provide these services? 

Answer: Contracting SB 253 and SB 261 reporting to a qualified third-party organization offers 
California strategic advantages, including access to specialized expertise, reduced costs and 
accelerated implementation.  

ESG Book fully supports harmonization with leading frameworks and standards, such as CSRD, 
ESRS and ISSB, among others. This reduces the reporting burden for companies and promotes 
consistency and comparability of disclosures. Our solution also directly supports providing high-
quality, standardized emissions and transition data critical for assessing corporate alignment with 
emission targets. Our dataset includes reported and estimated Scope 1, 2, and 3 emissions, material 
Scope 3 categories, and disclosure quality indicators, ensuring transparency and comparability 
across industries. By facilitating efficient access to emissions data and net zero analytics, we help 
stakeholders integrate climate risk assessments into decision-making, comply with regulatory 
requirements, and drive measurable transition-related outcomes. 
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We appreciate the opportunity to contribute to this consultation and remain available for further 
discussions. Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require any additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Inna Amesheva 

Director ESG Research, Head of Regulatory Solutions 

Junghofstraße 16, 60311 Frankfurt am Main, Germany 

T: +4969506075422  

M: +4915258941036 

Website | LinkedIn 
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 5  
 

Appendix  

1. ESG Book ISSB Adoption Tracker (Last updated on 04.03.2024) 
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2. ESG Book CSRD Transposition Tracker (Last updated on 04.03.2025) 
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3. Expanded Climate Metrics 
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