State of California
Air Resources Board

Assembly Bill 617 Community Air
Protection Program

Recommendation to Approve the
Appointment of Members to the Community
Air Protection Consultation Group

Resolution 25-5
June 26, 2025
Agenda Item No.: 25-4-2

Whereas, sections 39600 and 39601 of the Health and Safety Code authorize the California
Air Resources Board (CARB or Board) to adopt standards, rules and regulations and to do
such acts as may be necessary for the proper execution of the powers and duties granted to
and imposed upon the Board by law;

Whereas, section 39603 of the Health and Safety Code authorize CARB to appoint advisory
groups and committees;

Whereas, California’s air quality programs have led to significant public health improvements;
however, in part as a result of historic racist land use and housing practices, certain
communities that are more likely to be people of color and low-income, continue to experience
environmental and health inequities from air pollution;

Whereas, many of these communities are affected by multiple stationary, area, and mobile
sources of air pollution as well as more likely to live near major roadways and suffer
disproportionate health impacts;

Whereas, the high cumulative exposure burdens in these communities are a public health
concern, contributing to health conditions, such as cardiorespiratory disease, increased cancer
risk, and an increased risk of premature death;

Whereas, state law declares that it is necessary that the State ambient air quality standards be
attained by the earliest practicable date to protect public health, particularly the health of
children, older people, and those with respiratory diseases (California Clean Air Act of 1988,
AB 2595, Stats. 1988, Ch. 1568);
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Whereas, state law establishes legislative intent that CARB shall coordinate, encourage, and
review the efforts of all levels of government as they affect air quality (Health & Saf. Code, §
39500);

Whereas, state and federal law requires CARB in its programs and activities to not
discriminate or cause disparate impacts based on protected characteristics, which include
race, color, national origin, sex, and age, among others (e.g., Title VI, U.S. Civil Rights Act of
1964, 42 U.S.C. §§ 2000d-2000d-7; Gov. Code, §§ 11135 et seq.);

Whereas, State law, known as Assembly Bill (AB) 617 (C. Garcia, Stats. 2017, Ch. 136) and
as amended, requires CARB and the air districts to act at the community level to address
criteria air pollutants and toxic air contaminants in communities affected by cumulative
emissions exposure burdens including to develop a statewide strategy to reduce these
pollutant emissions in these communities (Health & Saf. Code, §§ 39607.1, 40920.6, 40920.8,
42400, 42402, 42411, 42705.5, 44391.2, and 44391.5);

Whereas, AB 617 established the Community Air Protection Program (CAPP or Program);

Whereas, AB 617 is a significant step in transforming California’s air quality programs to
address air pollution disparities at the community level;

Whereas, AB 617 requires an air district containing a community selected for the development
of a community emissions reduction program to adopt, in consultation with CARB, individuals,
community-based organizations, affected sources, and local governmental bodies, a
community emission reduction program (Health & Saf. Code § 44391.2.);

Whereas, Assembly Bill 617 requires CARB to consult with environmental justice
organizations, air districts, affected industry, the Office of Environmental Health Hazard
Assessment (OEHHA), the Scientific Review Panel on Toxic Air Contaminants, and other
interested stakeholders in the development of its statewide strategy, known as the Blueprint, to
reduce air quality toxic emissions and exposures in communities highly impacted by air
pollution (Health & Saf. Code, § 44391.2);

Whereas, in January 2018, CARB first convened a Consultation Group to advise CARB on the
development and implementation of the first statewide strategy, the Program Blueprint, for the
Community Air Protection Program (CAPP or Program);

Whereas, CARB approved the first Blueprint in September 2018, that guided Program
implementation from then until October 2023;

Whereas, a writer’s subgroup of environmental justice leaders on the Consultation Group, with
CARSB providing facilitation and writing support via a consultant, wrote the People’s Blueprint
that highlights equity, environmental justice, benefits of the co-leadership model, and
recommendations to strengthen transparency and accountability for the Program;

Whereas, CARB engaged the Consultation Group about the People’s Blueprint and gained
feedback that significantly informed the development of Blueprint 2.0, which was approved by
the Board in October 2023;

Whereas, Blueprint 2.0 calls for the reinvigoration of the Consultation Group to expand the
representation of its membership to include consistently nominated communities and local
government representation;



Resolution 25-5 3

Whereas, in March of 2024, in response to increased member attrition, CARB dissolved the
Consultation Group in order to expand and reinvigorate the group per its commitment in
Blueprint 2.0;

Whereas, on September 16, 2024, CARB released an online application for Consultation
Group membership and extended the application deadline twice to give 130 days for the
application period, with the final deadline of January 24, 2025;

Whereas, CARB staff drafted and posted on its Program website, a draft Consultation Group
charter during the application period to provide transparency to interested applicants on the
expectations and role of advisory body members;

Whereas, CARB staff received and reviewed 50 applications from interested stakeholders that
represented a diverse pool of applicants;

Whereas, CARB staff evaluated applicant information and responses to determine how well
each applicant met criteria included in the Consultation Group member application form;

Whereas, CARB staff developed the proposed recommended slate of candidates;

Whereas, CARB staff propose the appointment of 27 applicants and 13 alternates to the
Community Air Protection Consultation Group;

Whereas, to allow Consultation Group members who cannot join a Consultation Group
meeting to continue to have representation on the Consultation Group in their absence, the
CARB Executive Officer, in Consultation with the Chair and the Group Members, may appoint
an alternate member;

Whereas, CARB staff has determined that the proposed recommendation to approve the
Consultation Group members and their alternates is not a “project” subject to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under California Code of Regulations, title 14, section
15378, subdivision (a); furthermore, CARB staff has determined that even if the proposed
recommendation were a “project” subject to CEQA, it would be exempt under California Code
of Regulations, title 14, section 15061, subdivision (b)(3) (“common sense” exemption)
because the record evidence shows with certainty that there is no possibility that the proposed
activity may result in significant adverse impacts on the environment;

Whereas, CARB staff’'s recommendation for Consultation Group membership includes nine
members who represent environmental justice communities, community steering committees
(CSC), and consistently nominated communities (CNC); nine members who represent six air
districts, two local government agencies, and one tribal government; four members who
represent business and industry; two members who represent academia and community
science; and two members who represent CARB’s Scientific Review Panel for Air Toxic
Contaminants and OEHHA; and

Whereas, all meetings for the Consultation Group are subject to the Bagley-Keene Open
Meetings Act (Gov. Code, § 11120 et seq.), such that for all meetings of a quorum (majority)
of Consultation Group members, CARB will issue a notice of agenda items released 10 days
in advance of the meeting, the public must be allowed to attend and given an opportunity for
public comment on agenda items, and CARB and the Consultation Group must meet all other
procedural requirements of the Bagley-Keene Open Meetings Act.
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Now, therefore, be it resolved that the following individuals selected for participation as
members of the Community Air Protection Consultation Group be approved by the Board:

1.
2.

10.

11.

12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Consultation Group Chair: Dr. John Balmes — Board member

Dr. Jonathan London — University of California at Davis, Center for Regional
Change

Dr. Rebecca E. Skinner — Manylabs

Kevin McKernan — Yurok Tribe

Belen Leon-Lopez — Imperial County Air Pollution Control District

Alternate: Israel Hernandez

Arsenio Mataka — Bay Area Air District

Alternate: Dr. Philip Fine

Dr. Alberto Ayala — Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District
Alternate: Janice Lam Snyder

Ryan Hayashi — San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District

Alternate: Stephanie Ng

Dr. Anissa Heard-Johnson — South Coast Air Quality Management District
Alternate: Walter Shen

Domingo Vigil — San Diego Air Pollution Control District

Alternate: Shalem Aboody- Lopez

Christine Zimmerman — Western States Petroleum Association

Alternate: Bob Brown

Dirk Piersma — Gemperle Family Farm

Cassie Lopina — ZE/ AJW Inc.

Alternate: Mary Solecki

Tim Carmichael — California Council for Environmental and Economic Balance
Paula Torrado Plazas — Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment
Prithvi Deore — Southern California Association of Governments

Alternate: Scott Strelecki

Antoinette Meier — San Diego Association of Governments

Alternate: Kirsten Uchitel

Dr. David Lo — University of California at Riverside Medical School, BREATHE
Center and Center for Health Disparities Research

Baldwin Moy — California Rural Legal Assistance
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Alternate: Mariela Nambo Ramirez
20. Kevin Hamilton — San Joaquin Valley Medical Advocates for Healthy Air
21. Mary Elizabeth — CSC Stockton
Alternate: Margo Praus
22. Jasmine Beltran — CSC Southeast Los Angeles
23. Mary Valdemar — CSC San Bernardino/Muscoy
24. Rodney Andrews — CSC South Los Angeles
25. Y’Anad Burrell - CSC Richmond-North Richmond
Alternate: BK White
26. Bishop Chris Baker — CSC South Sacramento/Florin

27. Maximilian Rosa — Sierra Service Project — CNC Del Paso Heights, North
Sacramento

Be it further resolved that the Board finds that the proposed selection of applicants to the
Community Air Protection Consultation Group is exempt from CEQA under California Code of
Regulations, title 14, section 15061(b)(3) because substantial evidence in the record shows
with certainty that there is no possibility that the proposal may result in a significant adverse
impact on the environment.

Be it further resolved that the Consultation Group members will revise, as needed, the draft
Consultation Group Charter, and CARB staff will bring the revised draft Consultation Group
Charter to the Board to review for approval as a consent item.

Be it further resolved that the Board also directs the Executive Officer to provide staff
support as appropriate and consistent with State and federal law, and available resources
for the operation of the Committee.

Be it further resolved that pursuant to sections 39515 and 39516 of the Health and Safety
Code, the Board delegates to the Executive Officer, or his or her designee, authority to
select and appoint alternative Committee members for those who do not have alternates
appointed pursuant to this Resolution, as appropriate and consistent with applicable law.

Be it further resolved that the Board shall reimburse reasonable per diem and travel
expenses, consistent with Section 39603(a)(2) of the Health & Safety Code and State
travel policy, for member’s attendance at Committee meetings hosted by CARB that are
subject to the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act (Gov. Code § 11120 et seq.) or attendance
at meetings pursuant to a CARB request.

| hereby certify that the above is a true and
correct copy of Resolution 25-5 as adopted
by the California Air Resources Board.

SM% L avacine
Board Clerk e




