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Overview

• Incident Response Program 
• Los Angeles Wildfire Response 
• Partnerships and Research
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Incident Response Program

• Responsibilities outlined in 
Statewide Emergency Plan, 
California Emergency Services Act 
• Provide actionable air quality 

information to assist authorities in 
sound decision - making 

• Provide technical support during state-
level emergencies
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 CARB’s Incident Air Monitoring Section 
(IAMS)
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January 2025 Wildfire Event: 
Eaton & Palisades Recovery

State Level 
Coordination

Response Phase
Short-term phase 

where air monitoring 
typically occurs

Recovery Phase
Long-term phase where household hazardous waste 

and debris are removed from burned areas

State/Federal Coordination: 
Joint Field Office

Local:  Air District, Public Health Agencies

Incident 
Begins

State:  CalOES, CALEPA, CARB, CDPH, OEHHA
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Federal:  FEMA, US EPA, Army Corps of Engineers

Governor's Office of 
Emergency Services 

(CalOES)

CARB

Local Air District

CalEPA



South Coast AQMD Mobile 
Monitoring Surveys
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• Measured air toxic metals and 
volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs) 

• Used to help identify locations 
for stationary monitoring 



South Coast AQMD 
Stationary Air Monitoring 

• Deployed 5 stationary air monitoring sites 

• PM2.5, PM10 

• Metals, asbestos 
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South Coast AQMD Los Angeles 
Wildfire Air Monitoring Display

8https://xappp.aqmd.gov/WildFireMonitoring

https://xappp.aqmd.gov/WildFireMonitoring


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVxMUv819dA 9

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVxMUv819dA


Enforcement and Regulatory Considerations

• Enforcement Advisory 291 – temporarily 
allowing import, distribution, and sale of 
U.S. EPA certified generators

• Heavy - Duty Trucks and Off - Road 
Equipment 

• Supplemental Environmental Projects: 
Statewide SEP for future emergencies
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Public Outreach
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• Web & mobile resources 

• Collaborative webinars 

• LAFiresAirQuality@arb.ca.gov

mailto:LAFiresAirQuality@arb.ca.gov


Research on Wildfire Impacts

• Characterizing the emissions from 
wildfires and the wildland urban interface

• Analyzing toxic emissions from structure 
and vehicle fires 

• Understanding health impacts from short 
and long-term smoke exposure

• Improving indoor air quality and reducing 
toxic exposure through filtration 
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Partnerships



Summary

• Actively working with partners to communicate the public health 
impacts of air quality associated with the LA wildfires 

• Increasing intensity and frequency of wildfires with an urban 
component 

• Supporting air monitoring activities with South Coast AQMD 

• Enhancing incident response capabilities for toxics 
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