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Agenda
1. Welcome 

2. Overview: SB 253 Background and Regulatory Proposal 

3. Public Comment Period 

4. Close and Next Steps

ww2.arb.ca.gov/climatedisclosure/workshops
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https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/climatedisclosure/workshops


Purpose of Listening Sessions
§ Provide dedicated space for listening and stakeholder input. 

§ Gather additional feedback on questions shared at recent workshops.  

§ Understand how reporting approaches and needs vary across different sectors 
and data users. 

§ Strengthen staff understanding of potential program costs and implementation 
concerns to better support reporting entities and data users. 

§ Hear sector - specific experiences, insights, and recommendations that can help 
inform CARB’s climate disclosure program implementation.
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SB 253: Climate Corporate Data 
Accountability Act

SB 253 (HSC § 38532)

Requirements • Disclosure of Scope 1, 2, and 3 GHG emissions

Applies To
• U.S.-based entities
• Doing business in California
• >$1 billion in annual revenue

Deadlines • Scope 1 and Scope 2 in 2026
• Scope 1, 2 and 3 in 2027+

California Code, HSC 38532 Climate Corporate Data Accountability Act
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=38532


Greenhouse Gas Protocol
• SB 253 directs reporting entities to disclose 
greenhouse gas emissions in conformance with 
the Greenhouse Gas Protocol (GHG - P). 

• The GHG - P is a globally recognized framework 
for measuring and reporting greenhouse gas 
emissions.  

• It defines Scope 1, Scope 2, and Scope 3 
emissions and describes standardized methods 
for corporate carbon accounting.  

• Using the GHG - P supports interoperability with 
other disclosure programs (such as IFRS S2, 
CSRD) and reduces reporting burdens. 

Standards Cited in Staff Proposal: 
• Corporate Standard:  

GHG Protocol Corporate Accounting 
and Reporting Standard

• Scope 2 Guidance: 
GHG Protocol Scope 2 Guidance

• Scope 3 Standard:  
GHG Protocol Corporate Value 
Chain (Scope 3) Accounting and 
Reporting Standard

Greenhouse Gas Protocol Website

Note: GHG Protocol is being updated. Future updates to the GHG-P w ould require subsequent 
regulatory action to be incorporated. 
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https://ghgprotocol.org/sites/default/files/standards/ghg-protocol-revised.pdf
https://ghgprotocol.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/Scope%202%20Guidance.pdf
https://ghgprotocol.org/sites/default/files/standards/Corporate-Value-Chain-Accounting-Reporing-Standard_041613_2.pdf
https://ghgprotocol.org/


Regulatory Process
Initial Regulation  
2026 Reporting

• Approved by Board February 2026 
• July 27, 2026: 15-day Notice of Public 

Availability of Modified Text

• 2026 Reporting Requirements
• Scope 1 & 2 Emissions 
• Subject to Dec 2024 Enforcement 

Notice 
• Reporting Template Not Required 
• Deadline Deferred to Nov 10 

• 45 - Day Comment Period in Fall 
• Economic Analysis 
• Staff Report 
• Draft Regulatory Language 

• 2027 Reporting Requirements
• Under development 
• Scope 1, 2, and 3 Emissions 
• Limited Assurance 
• Deadline: TBD

Reporting Guidance for 2026 to be 
released by September 1 

Subsequent Regulation  
2027 + Reporting

Proposed Board item for  
end of 2026
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https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/regact/2026/sb%20253-261/15_day_notice%20253-261.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/regact/2026/sb%20253-261/15_day_notice%20253-261.pdf


Regulatory Process
Initial Regulation  
2026 Reporting

• Approved by Board February 2026 
• July 27, 2026: 15-day Notice of Public 

Availability of Modified Text

• 2026 Reporting Requirements
• Scope 1 & 2 Emissions 
• Subject to Dec 2024 Enforcement 

Notice 
• Reporting Template Not Required 
• Deadline Deferred to Nov 10

Focus of the 
sector- specific listening sessions 

SUBSEQUENT REGULATION  
2027 + REPORTING (WINTER 2026)

• 45 - Day Comment Period in Fall 
• Economic Analysis 
• Staff Report 
• Draft Regulatory Language 

• 2027 Reporting Requirements
• Under regulatory development 
• Scope 1, 2, and 3 Emissions 
• Limited Assurance 
• Deadline: TBD

Subsequent Regulation  
2027 + Reporting

Reporting Guidance for 2026 to be 
released by September 1 

Proposed Board item for  
end of 2026
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https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/regact/2026/sb%20253-261/15_day_notice%20253-261.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/regact/2026/sb%20253-261/15_day_notice%20253-261.pdf


Workshop Materials
July 21st workshop covered the following 
proposed regulatory requirements:

General Reporting Requirements 
• Greenhouse Gas Disclosure 
• Standards and Guidance 
• Quantification Methodologies 
• Measurement Uncertainty 
• Missing Data Protocols and Substitution Procedure 
• Reporting Biogenic Emissions 
• Reporting Emissions Reductions or Removals 
• Data Exclusions 
• Notifying CARB of Changes to Methodologies 
• Recalculation of Previous Year Data 
• Reporting Deadline 
• Supplemental Information 

Workshop slides and recordings are 
available here: 
Climate Disclosure Meetings and 
Workshops | California Air Resources 
Board
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https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/corporate-ghg-reporting/climate-disclosure-meetings-and-workshops


Public Comment
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Questions
1. Quantification Methods Reporting: Do the proposed requirements offer adequate clarity for GHG Protocol aligned 

reporting? Are there topics that need additional clarification or specificity in regulation requirements?

2. Primary Data Prioritization: Are there cases where CARB should encourage or require the prioritization of specific 
measurement approaches, emission factors, or quantification methods to improve the usefulness of reported 
information? If so, what approach would provide the most useful and reliable information for data users while allowing 
flexibility when higher - quality data are limited or unavailable? 

3. Methods Prioritization: Are there sector - or source - specific quantification methodologies or standards CARB should 
consider recommending in follow - up guidance documents? 

4. Data Exclusion:  
§ Are the proposed factors appropriate and sufficient for considering acceptable exclusions from GHG emission 

inventories? 
§ What further direction may be needed for reporting entities to consider data exclusions in a consistent and 

comparable way?  
§ Does the proposed approach balance reporting burden with the objective of providing complete and decision - useful 

emissions information?  
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Questions (continued)
5. Economic Analysis: We remain open to feedback from stakeholders about potential costs and benefits:

§ What cost changes does your business anticipate from making climate disclosures?  

§ CARB staff would like to incorporate more detailed information on reporting entities’ costs. Please share 
your experience in as much detail as possible, including costs associated with specific parts of the reporting 
process, differences across Scopes 1, 2, and 3, limited versus reasonable assurance, etc. 

§ What benefits does your business or organization anticipate from climate - related disclosures? 

6. Program Implementation: 

§ What sector - specific challenges do you foresee in complying with climate disclosures (e.g., preparing for 
reporting and eventual assurance)? What resources or tools have proven useful and would help address 
those challenges? 

§ Are there specific parts of the disclosure process (such as data collection, calculation methods for Scope 2 
and Scope 3, documentation, or assurance - readiness activities) where your sector anticipates needing more 
targeted support beyond the existing GHG Protocol resources? 
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Participation Logistics
VERBAL COMMENTS

Computer Participants: Raise Hand 

Phone Participants:  
◦ Dial #2 to Raise Hand 
◦ Dial *6 to unmute 

The facilitator will inform Zoom phone 
participants when they are unmuted  

Dial *6 to mute or unmute 

WRITTEN COMMENTS

Submit a written response using the Q&A tool. 

Include your full name and affiliation.  

Please note there is a 1024 character limit. 

Longer written comments will be accepted via 
email to climatedisclosure@arb.ca.gov.

DOWNLOAD MATERIALS: ww2.arb.ca.gov/climatedisclosure/workshops
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mailto:climatedisclosure@arb.ca.gov
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/climatedisclosure/workshops


Next Steps
Written follow - up comments on today’s listening session questions may be sent to 
climatedisclosure@arb.ca.gov

Rulemaking Package to be released for 45 - day comment this fall 
◦ Economic Analysis 
◦ Staff Report 
◦ Draft Regulatory Language 
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mailto:climatedisclosure@arb.ca.gov


SB 253 Listening Sessions
August 5

Data Users & Public Interest 
Stakeholders

Data users and public interest stakeholders, including universities, research institutions, Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs), Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) software 
providers, consultants, assurance providers, and organizations that analyze or apply climate 
data to support public accountability, environmental justice, assess community impacts, and 
share data for public understanding.

August 12
Manufacturing, Industrial, Fuel 
& Life Sciences

Companies engaged in oil and gas, refining, chemicals, metals, construction materials, mineral 
processing, automotive, aerospace, pharmaceuticals, biotechnology, and medical devices. 

August 19
Agriculture, Food, Beverage & 
Forestry

Companies involved in farming, livestock, forestry, food processing, beverages, agricultural 
products, tobacco, and related processing with significant land sector emissions.

August 26
Energy, Utilities, 
Transportation, Logistics & 
Waste Management

Companies involved in generating electricity, renewable energy, water and gas utilities, 
transportation, freight, airlines, rail, shipping, waste management. 

September 2
Retail, Consumer Goods, 
Technology & Commercial 
Services

Companies engaged in retail, apparel, wholesale, e - commerce, software, semiconductors, 
telecommunications, media, entertainment and gaming, real estate, hospitality, construction 
services, and professional services. 

September 9
Banking,  
Finance & Insurance

Companies involved in banking, insurance, asset management, investment, fintech, credit 
union services, asset management and private equity, capital markets, non - bank financial 
institutions, and other investors.
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Thank You
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