On-Road Certification Checklist
Revised: 02/24/2026
Certification of the following application types requires the indicated information, as applicable. Multiple sections may apply to an application. Further detail is contained in the California test procedures and the Federal and California regulations. Physical items must be mailed to the ECC Division Chief and electronic items submitted to the CARB eFILE system.
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BEFORE FIRST APPLICATION OR WHENEVER CHANGES OCCUR 
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· Letter of Intent P
· Electronic Signatures Letter P
· Emissions Label Samples P
· EPA Manufacturer Code
· CARB Manufacturer Code
· Technical Description
· Availability of Warranty Service Centers
· Agreements with Service Providers
· Certification Fees Account
· eFILE Contact Sheet


P = Physical submission


BEFORE EACH APPLICATION
· Certification Plan Preview (optional)
· AECD Report (optional)
· Durability Demonstration Plan
· SCR DF Validation Plan (as applicable)
· DF Carry-Across Worksheet


EACH APPLICATION
· Application Cover Letter
· Streamline Certification Attestation
· Certification Fee Invoice
· Certification Fee Payment Confirmation
· Statements of Compliance
· Waivers Requests
· Durability Demonstration Report
· Emissions Label Schematics/Photos
· Tamper Resistance Declaration
· Sensors Description Worksheet
· Emissions Warranty Statement
· Maintenance Schedule
· Delegated Assembly Documentation
· Projected Production
· 

EACH ENGINE APPLICATION
· FMPRO Application
· Engine Model Summary Template
· Projected ABT Report
· OBD Approval
· Engine Fuel Maps
· GHG Reporting
EACH DIESEL ENGINE APPLICATION
· NTE Compliance
· DPF Regeneration Strategy Document
· SCR Inducement Strategy Description
· SCR DF Validation Plan
EACH VEHICLE APPLICATION
· Evaporative/Refueling Application
· Engine Family Name
· Vehicle’s Manufacturer Name
· Vehicle Model Summary
EACH ALT-FUEL CONVERSION APPLICATION
· Alt-Fuel Conversion Application
· Base-Engine Family Name
· Base-Engine Operating Fuel
· Alt-Fuel Conversion Family Name
· Alt-Fuel Conversion Operating Fuel(s)
Frequently Asked Questions
Q:	Is an EPA Manufacturer Code required when submitting California-only applications?
A:	Yes. The naming conventions used to identify engine and vehicle applications require a EPA Manufacturer Code, and therefore, all applications to CARB require it.
Q:	Is an EPA Manufacturer Code equivalent to a CARB Manufacturer Code?
A:	No. The format rules and the events which trigger issuing a manufacturer code differ between EPA and CARB. In particular, CARB will issue a new manufacturer code when the official name of the legal entity changes, even if in practice all is unchanged. While there are instances of EPA and CARB manufacturer code being identical, those examples are coincidences.
Q:	Is there a template for Letters of Intent?
A:	No. The letter should be on manufacturer letterhead, in business format and addressed to the ECARS Division Chief, declare the company’s legal name (including capitalization, punctuation, and abbreviations, if any), their EPA Manufacturer code, model year and category of products to be produced, including intended service vehicle categories, and be signed by an authorized person directly employed by the manufacturer.
Q:	Is there a template for the Electronic Signatures Letters?
A:	Yes. CARB Mail-Out # ECCD-2022-03 includes three sample templates.
Q:	How does CARB verify that Letters of Intent and other correspondence are legitimate?
A:	CARB’s policy is that Manufacturer shall submit an electronic signature letter stating that all documents uploaded to the CARB-eFILE system will be authorized by the manufacturer and will be considered valid for certification purposes.

Furthermore, CARB staff will generally limit discussions about documents upload to the CARB-eFILE system to persons listed in a Manufacturer’s completed CARB-eFILE Contact Sheet.

Please see CARB Mail-Out # ECCD-2022-03 for further guidance. It is the manufacturer’s responsibility to update all contact information and notify CARB of changes in a timely manner.
Q:	Is it possible to remove a person from a Manufacturer’s authorized contacts.
[bookmark: _Hlk217645506]A:	Yes. It is the manufacturer’s responsibility to update their Electronic Signature Letter, eFILE Contact Sheet, and notify CARB of changes in a timely manner.

Please refer to the Procedure to Obtain / Modify an eFILE Account page for additional guidance.
Q:	Is it possible to submit applications for review via email?
A:	No. CARB requires that all submissions for certification be submitted to the CARB-eFILE system.

While CARB does communicate via email to coordinate meetings, ask and answer questions, and obtain files quickly, anything submitted via email will not be considered part of their application for certification and must instead be submitted to the CARB-eFILE system for consideration.

CARB encourages new manufacturers to begin the Manufacturer registration process well ahead of any intended production dates. Please refer to the Procedure to Obtain / Modify an eFILE Account page for additional guidance.
Q:	What changes trigger updates to items required before the first application?
A:	Updates are required for the Electronic Signature Letter and eFILE Contact Sheet after changes in authorized persons or the CARB Manufacturer Code, to the Emissions Labels Samples after changes in supplier, adhesive or ink formulation, or other label manufacturing processes, and to the CARB Manufacturer Code after changes to the company’s legal name.

The initial Letter of Intent is required whenever an existing manufacturers requests to certify additional categories
Q:	What is expected to be presented in a Certification Preview document?
A:	The expectation is that an overview of the anticipated product lineup and certification schedule for the subsequent year or two will be presented.

Specific circumstances that affect applications and that may require accommodation or guidance should be previewed.

Upcoming durability testing programs or carry-across of deterioration factors (DF's) should be summarized. Follow-up with a Durability Test Plan document and completed DF Carry-Across worksheet must be submitted to the CARB-eFILE system.

Meeting materials from Certification Plan Previews are generally considered informational reference documents and not considered approval for certification purposes. Request for approval of items such as an emissions test plan or DF Carry-Across worksheet should be submitted to the CARB-eFILE system as standalone documents.
Q:	Is there a template for Auxiliary Emission Control Device (AECD) Description documents?
A:	Yes. Manufacturers are required to use the AECD Reporting Template (originally contained in the EPA letter CCD-04-12, p10-11) to declare and describe Auxiliary Emission Control Devices (AECD's) for each engine family annually.  CARB may request additional information as necessary.

Please refer to the On-Road Heavy-Duty and Off-Road Compression Ignition Certification Programs: AECD Reporting Template page for additional guidance.
Q:	Is there a template for Durability Plan documents?
A:	No. The expectation is that the document will describe the test engine, break-in procedure, the service accumulation cycle and fuel(s), the test engine age, regenerations, maintenance, testing preparation and cycles, and testing fuels at each test point, the relative acceleration of the service accumulation cycle compared to in-use operation, the total durability program duration, justification the test engine represents in-use operation, the affected engine families, and accumulation schedule. All information needed to justify the durability proposal should be included. CARB may request additional information be included upon review.
Q:	Is there a template for the DF Carry-Across Worksheet?
A:	Yes.  The DF Carry-Across Worksheet is required for any application using deterioration factors not originating with the engine family described in the application.  CARB uses the worksheet as a tool in evaluating carry-across of deterioration factors from one model year or engine family to another, but any final decision will be based on the overall engineering judgement of the CARB staff.

Please refer to On-Road Heavy-Duty and Off-Road Compression Ignition Certification Programs: DF Carry-Across Worksheet for a copy of the worksheet..
Q:	Is there more information on how to pay certification fees?
A:	Yes. Certification fees are paid every year for each new Executive Order issued. 

Manufacturers should first obtain a CARB Customer Account Number. Manufacturers then can obtain an MS Fee Invoicing System Account to create fee invoices. Detailed steps can be found on the certification fee website including video tutorials and user guides.

Please refer to Mobile Source Certification and Compliance Fee Regulation for detailed steps on paying certification fees.
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