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California Satellite Methane Project Fact Sheet
The California Air Resources Board’s California Satellite Methane Project (CalSMP) uses  
the latest science and satellite-based technology to identify highly concentrated methane plumes 
across the state. Satellites capture images of methane leaks, which appear as plumes trailing  
away from the source of emissions.
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HOW IT WORKS

 































  

 




83
successful scans 

~110,000 
square kilometers 
scanned

Prevented 
emissions from the 
oil and gas sector 
alone are equal to 
taking ~19,000 
cars off the road for 
one year

>$800,000 
natural gas losses 
avoided

>$3 million  
societal benefits 
delivered from CH4 
climate impact

KEY STATISTICS, 
MAY-DEC 2025



HOW SATELLITE DATA 
CAN HELP

Reduce emissions and slow 
climate change by fixing leaks

Find and fix rare safety 
hazards quickly

Support existing regulations 
targeting methane  emissions

Set a global example 
showing the effectiveness of 
using satellite data to reduce 

methane emissions 

LEARN MORE

California Satellite 
Methane Project: 
arb.ca.gov/calsmp
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