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Appendix E:  Consumer Product Definitions 

The definitions in this section clarify terms used throughout the 2023 Survey. These 
definitions were taken from the California Consumer Products Regulations (title 17, 
California Code of Regulations, sections 94500-94506.5, 94507-94517, and 94520-
94528. For additional definitions please refer to the following link: 

Antiperspirants and Deodorants Regulation: Consumer Products Regulation Article 1 

Consumer Products Regulation: Consumer Products Regulation Article 2 

Antiperspirants and Deodorants Definitions 

“Aerosol Product” means a pressurized spray system that dispenses antiperspirant or 
deodorant ingredients. 

“Antiperspirant” means any product including, but not limited to, aerosols, roll‑ons, 
sticks, pumps, pads, creams, and squeeze-bottles, that is intended by the 
manufacturer to be used to reduce perspiration in the human axilla by at least 20 
percent in at least 50 percent of a target population. 

“Deodorant” means: 

for products manufactured before January 1, 2006: any product including, but 
not limited to, aerosols, roll-ons, sticks, pumps, pads, creams, and squeeze-
bottles, that is intended by the manufacturer to be used to minimize odor in 
the human axilla by retarding the growth of bacteria which cause the 
decomposition of perspiration. 

for products manufactured on or after January 1, 2006: any product including, 
but not limited to, aerosol, roll-ons, sticks, pumps, pads, creams, and squeeze-
bottles, that indicates or depicts on the container or packaging, or on any 
sticker or label affixed thereto, that the product can be used on or applied to 
the human axilla to provide a scent and/or minimize odor 

“High Volatility Organic Compound (HVOC)” means any organic compound that 
exerts a vapor pressure greater than 80 millimeters of Mercury (mm Hg) when 
measured at 20oC. 

“Manufacturer” means any person who imports, manufacturers, assembles, produces, 
packages, repackages, or relabels an antiperspirant or deodorant. 

“Medium Volatility Organic Compound (MVOC)” means any organic compound that 
exerts a vapor pressure greater than 2 mm Hg and less than or equal to 80 mm Hg 
when measured at 20oC. 

“Non-aerosol Product” means any antiperspirant or deodorant that is not dispensed 
by a pressurized spray system. 

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/Consumer%20Products%20Reg%20Article%201_11-10-22.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/Consumer%20Products%20Reg%20Article%202_11-30-22.pdf
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“Roll-on Product” means any antiperspirant or deodorant that dispenses active 
ingredients by rolling a wetted ball or wetted cylinder on the affected area. 

“Stick Product” means any antiperspirant or deodorant that contains active 
ingredients in a solid matrix form, and that dispenses the active ingredients by 
frictional action on the affected area. 

“Volatile Organic Compound (VOC)” means any compound containing at least one 
atom of carbon, excluding carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, carbonic acid, metallic 
carbides or carbonates, and ammonium carbonate, and excluding the following: 

1. methane, 
 methylene chloride (dichloromethane), 
 1,1,1-trichloroethane (methyl chloroform), 
 trichlorofluoromethane (CFC-11), 
 dichlorodifluoromethane (CFC-12), 
 1,1,2-trichloro-1,2,2-trifluoroethane (CFC-113), 
 1,2-dichloro-1,1,2,2-tetrafluoroethane (CFC-114), 
 chloropentafluoroethane (CFC-115), 
 chlorodifluoromethane (HCFC-22), 
 1,1,1-trifluoro-2,2-dichloroethane (HCFC-123), 
 1,1-dichloro-1-fluoroethane (HCFC-141b), 
 1-chloro-1,1-difluoroethane (HCFC-142b), 
 2-chloro-1,1,1,2-tetrafluoroethane (HCFC-124), 
 trifluoromethane (HFC-23), 
 1,1,2,2-tetrafluoroethane (HFC-134), 
 1,1,1,2-tetrafluoroethane (HFC-134a), 
 pentafluoroethane (HFC-125), 
 1,1,1-trifluoroethane (HFC-143a), 
 1,1-difluoroethane (HFC-152a), 
 trans-1,3,3,3-tetrafluoropropene (HFO-1234ze), 
 cyclic, branched, or linear completely methylated siloxanes, 
 the following classes of perfluorocarbons: 

A. cyclic, branched, or linear, completely fluorinated alkanes; 

B. cyclic, branched, or linear, completely fluorinated ethers with no 
unsaturations; 

C. cyclic, branched, or linear, completely fluorinated tertiary amines with 
no unsaturations; and 

D. sulfur-containing perfluorocarbons with no unsaturations and with the 
sulfur bonds to carbon and fluorine, and 

2. the following low-reactive organic compounds which have been exempted by 
the U.S. EPA: 
 acetone, 



   

 

 3 
 

 ethane, 
 methyl acetate, and 
 parachlorobenzotrifluoride (1-chloro-4-trifluoromethyl benzene). 

Consumer Products Definitions 

“Aerosol Product” means a pressurized spray system that dispenses product 
ingredients by means of a propellant contained in a product or a product's container, 
or by means of a mechanically induced force.  “Aerosol Product” does not include 
“Pump Spray.” 

“Air Freshener” means any product including, but not limited to, liquids, semisolids, 
solids, aerosol or pump sprays, wicks, wipes, diffusers, powders, or crystals, designed 
or labeled for the purpose of masking odors, or freshening, cleaning, scenting, or 
deodorizing the air.  “Air Freshener” does not include products that are used on the 
human body, products that function primarily as cleaning products as indicated on a 
product label, “Odor Remover/Eliminator,” or “Toilet/Urinal Care Product.” 

(A) For products manufactured on or after January 1, 2023, “Air Freshener” 
includes the following subcategories (1-5): 

1. “Dual Purpose Air Freshener/Disinfectant” means an aerosol “Air 
Freshener” that is designed or labeled for use as both a “Disinfectant” and 
an “Air Freshener,” or is so represented on any sticker, label, packaging, or 
literature attached to the product container. 

“All Other Forms” means all consumer product forms for which no form-specific VOC 
standard is specified.  Unless specified otherwise by the applicable VOC standard, 
“all other forms” include, but are not limited to, solids, liquids (which includes the 
liquid containing or liquid impregnated portion of the cloth or paper wipes 
(towelettes), wicks, powders, and crystals. 

“California Sales” means the sales (net pounds of product, less packaging and 
container, per year) in California for either the calendar year immediately prior to the 
year that the information required by the Executive Officer pursuant to section 94513 
(required information) is due or, if that data is not available, any consecutive 12 
month period commencing no earlier than 2 years prior to the due date of the 
required information. If direct sales data for California is not available, sales may be 
estimated by prorating national or regional sales data by population. 

“Carpet/Upholstery Cleaner” means a cleaning product designed or labeled for the 
purpose of eliminating dirt or stains on rugs, carpeting, or objects upholstered or 
covered with fabrics such as wool, cotton, nylon or other synthetic fabrics. 
“Carpet/Upholstery Cleaner” includes, but is not limited to, products used on 
household furniture, the interior of motor vehicles, and products that make “Fabric 
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Protectant” claims.  “Carpet/Upholstery Cleaner” does not include “Spot Remover,” 
vinyl or leather cleaners, “Dry Cleaning Fluid,” or products designed exclusively for 
use at industrial facilities engaged in furniture or carpet manufacturing. 

“Consumer” means any person who seeks, purchases, or acquires any consumer 
product for personal, family, household, or institutional use.  Persons acquiring a 
consumer product for resale are not “consumers” for that product. 

“Consumer Product” means a chemically formulated product used by household and 
institutional consumers including, but not limited to, detergents; cleaning 
compounds; polishes; floor finishes; cosmetics; personal care products; home, lawn, 
and garden products; disinfectants; sanitizers; aerosol paints; and automotive 
specialty products; but does not include other paint products, furniture coatings, or 
architectural coatings. As used in this article, the term “consumer product” shall also 
refer to aerosol adhesives, including aerosol adhesives used for consumer, industrial, 
and commercial uses. 

“Container/Packaging” means the part or parts of the consumer or institutional 
product which serve only to contain, enclose, incorporate, deliver, dispense, wrap or 
store the chemically formulated substance or mixture of substances which is solely 
responsible for accomplishing the purposes for which the product was designed or 
intended. “Container/Packaging” includes any article onto or into which the principal 
display panel and other accompanying literature or graphics are incorporated, 
etched, printed or attached. 

"Disinfectant" means a product that is labeled as a "disinfectant", or is labeled to 
destroy or irreversibly inactivate infectious or other undesirable bacteria, pathogenic 
fungi, or viruses on surfaces or inanimate objects and whose label is registered as a 
"disinfectant" under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA, 7 
U.S.C. 136, et seq.).  Products that are labeled as both a "sanitizer" and a 
"disinfectant" are considered disinfectants. "Disinfectant" does not include any of the 
following:  (A) products labeled solely for use on humans or animals, (B) products 
labeled solely for agricultural use, (C) products labeled solely for use in swimming 
pools, therapeutic tubs, or hot tubs, (D) products which are labeled to be used on 
heat sensitive critical or semi-critical medical devices or medical equipment surfaces, 
(E) products which are pre- moistened wipes or towelettes sold exclusively to 
medical, convalescent, or veterinary establishments, (F) products which are labeled to 
be applied to food-contact surfaces and are not required to be rinsed prior to contact 
with food, or (G) products which are labeled as "Bathroom and Tile Cleaner," "Glass 
Cleaner," "General Purpose Cleaner," "Toilet/Urinal Care Product," "Metal Polish or 
Cleanser," "Carpet Cleaner," or "Fabric Refresher" that may also make disinfecting or 
antimicrobial claims on the label. 
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“Distributor” means any person to whom a consumer product is sold or supplied for 
the purposes of resale or distribution in commerce, except that manufacturers, 
retailers, and consumers are not distributors. 

“Dry Cleaning Fluid” means any nonaqueous solvent that is (A) used in dry-cleaning 
machines at commercial dry cleaners or used by commercial businesses that clean 
fabrics such as draperies at the customer’s residence or work place; and (B) is 
designed and labeled exclusively to clean: (1) fabrics which are labeled “for dry clean 
only,” such as clothing or drapery; or (2) “S-coded” fabrics.  “Dry Cleaning Fluid” does 
not include “Spot Remover” or “Carpet/Upholstery Cleaner.”  For the purposes of this 
definition, S-coded fabric means an upholstery fabric designed to be cleaned only 
with water-free spot cleaning products as specified by the Joint Industry Fabric 
Standards Committee. 

“Floor Wax Stripper” means a product designed to remove natural or synthetic floor 
polishes or waxes through breakdown of the polish or wax polymers, or by 
dissolving or emulsifying the polish or wax.  “Floor Wax Stripper” does not include 
aerosol floor wax strippers or products designed to remove floor wax solely through 
abrasion. 

“Footwear or Leather Care Product” means any product designed or labeled to be 
applied to footwear or to other leather articles/components, to maintain, enhance, 
clean, protect, or modify the appearance, durability, fit, or flexibility of the footwear or 
leather article/component.  Footwear includes both leather and nonleather foot 
apparel.  “Footwear or Leather Care Product” does not include “Fabric Protectant,” 
“General Purpose Adhesive,” “Contact Adhesive,” “Vinyl/Fabric/Leather/Plastic 
Coating,” as defined in section 94521(a), “Rubber/Vinyl Protectant,” “Fabric 
Refresher,” products solely for deodorizing, or sealant products with adhesive 
properties used to create external protective layers greater than 2 millimeters thick. 

“Fragrance” means a substance or complex mixture of aroma chemicals, natural 
essential oils, and other functional components with a combined vapor pressure not in 
excess of 2 mm of Hg at 20oC, the sole purpose of which is to impart an odor or scent, 
or to counteract a malodor. 

“Gel” means a colloid in which the disperse phase has combined with the continuous 
phase to produce a semisolid material, such as jelly. 

“General Purpose Cleaner” means:   

(A) for products manufactured before January 1, 2015: a product labeled to 
clean a variety of hard surfaces.  “General Purpose Cleaner” includes, but is 
not limited to, products designed or labeled for general floor cleaning, 
kitchen, countertop, or sink cleaning, and cleaners designed or labeled to be 
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used on a variety of hard surfaces such as stovetops, cooktops, or 
microwaves. 

(B) for products manufactured on or after January 1, 2015: a product that is 
designed or labeled to clean hard surfaces in homes, garages, patios, 
commercial, or institutional environments.  “General Purpose Cleaner” 
includes products that clean kitchens, sinks, appliances, counters, walls, 
cabinets or floors and products that claim to clean a variety of similar surfaces 
such as plastics, stone or metal.  “General Purpose Cleaner” does not include 
“Single Purpose Cleaner” or “Furniture Maintenance Product.” 

“General Purpose Degreaser” means: 

(A) for products manufactured before December 31, 2012:  any product labeled 
to remove or dissolve grease, grime, oil and other oil-based contaminants 
from a variety of substrates, including automotive or miscellaneous metallic 
parts. “General Purpose Degreaser” does not include “Engine Degreaser,” 
“General Purpose Cleaner,” “Adhesive Remover,” “Electronic Cleaner,” 
“Electrical Cleaner,” “Energized Electrical Cleaner,” and “Metal Polish or 
Cleanser.”  “General Purpose Degreaser” also does not include products 
used exclusively in “solvent cleaning tanks or related equipment,” or 
products that are (A) sold exclusively to establishments which manufacture or 
construct goods or commodities; and (B) labeled “not for retail sale.”  
“Solvent cleaning tanks or related equipment” includes, but is not limited to, 
cold cleaners, vapor degreasers, conveyorized degreasers, film cleaning 
machines, or products designed to clean miscellaneous metallic parts by 
immersion in a container. 

(B) for products manufactured on or after December 31, 2012, but before 
January 1, 2015:  any product labeled to remove or dissolve grease, grime, 
oil and other oil-based contaminants from a variety of substrates, including 
automotive or miscellaneous metallic parts.  “General Purpose Degreaser” 
does not include “Adhesive Remover,” “Electrical Cleaner,” “Electronic 
Cleaner,” “Energized Electrical Cleaner,” “Engine Degreaser,” “General 
Purpose Cleaner,” “Metal Polish or Cleanser,” or “Oven or Grill Cleaner.”  
“General Purpose Degreaser” also does not include products used 
exclusively in “solvent cleaning tanks or related equipment,” or products that 
are (A) exclusively sold directly or through distributors to establishments 
which manufacture or construct goods or commodities; and (B) labeled 
exclusively for "use in the manufacturing process only.”  “Solvent cleaning 
tanks or related equipment” includes, but is not limited to, cold cleaners, 
vapor degreasers, conveyorized degreasers, film cleaning machines, or 
products designed to clean miscellaneous metallic parts by immersion in a 
container. 
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(C) for products manufactured on or after January 1, 2015:  any product that is 
designed or labeled to remove or dissolve grease, grime, oil or other oil-
based contaminants from a variety of substrates, including automotive or 
miscellaneous metallic parts.  “General Purpose Degreaser” does not include 
“Adhesive Remover,” “Electrical Cleaner,” “Electronic Cleaner,” “Energized 
Electrical Cleaner,” “Engine Degreaser,” “General Purpose Cleaner,” “Metal 
Polish or Cleanser,” “Oven or Grill Cleaner,” or “Single Purpose Degreaser.”  
“General Purpose Degreaser” also does not include products used 
exclusively in “solvent cleaning tanks or related equipment,” or products that 
are (A) exclusively sold directly or through distributors to establishments 
which manufacture or construct goods or commodities; and (B) labeled 
exclusively for "use in the manufacturing process only.”  “Solvent cleaning 
tanks or related equipment” includes, but is not limited to, cold cleaners, 
vapor degreasers, conveyorized degreasers, film cleaning machines, or 
products designed to clean miscellaneous metallic parts by immersion in a 
container. 

“General-use Hand or Body Cleaner or Soap” means a cleaner or soap designed to 
be used routinely on the skin to clean or remove typical or common dirt and soils.  
“General-use Hand or Body Cleaner or Soap” includes, but is not limited to, hand or 
body washes, dual-purpose shampoo-body cleaners, shower or bath gels, and 
moisturizing cleaners or soaps.  “General-use Hand or Body Cleaner or Soap” does 
not include prescription drug products, “Antimicrobial Hand or Body Cleaner or 
Soap,” “Astringent/Toner,” “Facial Cleaner or Soap,” “Hand Dishwashing Detergent” 
(including antimicrobial), “Heavy-duty Hand Cleaner or Soap,” “Medicated 
Astringent/Medicated Toner,” or “Rubbing Alcohol.” 
 
“Glass Cleaner” means a cleaning product designed or labeled primarily for cleaning 
surfaces made of glass. “Glass Cleaner” does not include products designed or 
labeled solely for the purpose of cleaning optical materials used in eyeglasses, 
photographic equipment, scientific equipment and photocopying machines. 
 
“Label” means any written, printed, or graphic matter affixed to, applied to, attached 
to, blown into, formed, molded into, embossed on, or appearing upon any consumer 
product or consumer product package, for purposes of branding, identifying, or 
giving information with respect to the product or to the contents of the package. 
 
“Laundry Prewash” means a product that is designed for application to a fabric prior 
to laundering in a wet-cleaning process, and that supplements and contributes to the 
effectiveness of laundry detergents and/or provides specialized performance. 
 
“Liquid” means a substance or mixture of substances which is capable of a visually 
detectable flow as determined under ASTM D-4359-90 (May 25, 1990) Standard Test 
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Method for Determining Whether a Material Is a Liquid or a Solid, which is 
incorporated by reference herein. “Liquid” does not include powders or other 
materials that are composed entirely of solid particles. 

1. “Cutting or Tapping Oil” means any “Lubricant” designed or labeled 
exclusively for drilling, cutting, or tapping metals. 

2. “Dry Lubricant” means any “Lubricant” which provides lubricity solely by 
depositing a thin film of solid material including, but not limited to, graphite, 
molybdenum disulfide (“moly”), polytetrafluoroethylene or closely related 
fluoropolymer (“teflon”), or boron nitride on surfaces.  Products that meet the 
definition for “Dry Lubricant” are not subject to the requirements for “Anti-
seize Lubricant,” “Cutting or Tapping Oil,” “Gear, Chain, or Wire Lubricant,” 
“Multi-purpose Lubricant,” “Penetrant,” “Rust Preventative or Rust Control 
Lubricant,” or “Silicone-based Multi-purpose Lubricant.” 

3. “Penetrant” means a “Lubricant” designed or labeled primarily to loosen 
metal parts that have bonded together due to rusting, oxidation, or other 
causes.  Lubricants that claim to have penetrating qualities, but are not 
labeled primarily to loosen bonded parts are not “Penetrant” products. 

4. “Rust Preventative or Rust Control Lubricant” means any “Lubricant” designed 
or labeled primarily for the prevention or control of rust.  A Lubricant that 
meets the definition for “Firearm Lubricant” is not a “Rust Preventative or Rust 
Control Lubricant.” 

“LVP-VOC” means a chemical “compound” or “mixture” that contains at least one 
carbon atom and meets one of the following: 

(A) has a vapor pressure less than 0.1 mm Hg at 20oC, as determined by CARB 
Method 310; or 

(B) is a chemical “compound” with more than 12 carbon atoms, or a chemical 
“mixture” comprised solely of “compounds” with more than 12 carbon atoms, as 
verified by formulation data, and the vapor pressure and boiling point are 
unknown; or 

(C) is a chemical “compound” with a boiling point greater than 216oC, as 
determined by CARB Method 310; or 

(D) is the weight percent of a chemical “mixture” that boils above 216oC, as 
determined by CARB Method 310. 
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For the purposes of the definition of LVP-VOC, chemical “compound” means a 
molecule of definite chemical formula and isomeric structure, and chemical “mixture” 
means a substance comprised of two or more chemical “compounds.” 

“Manufacturer” means any person who imports, manufactures, assembles, produces, 
packages, repackages, or relabels a consumer product. 

“Metal Polish or Cleanser” means any product designed or labeled to improve the 
appearance and/or protect finished metal, metallic, or metallized surfaces by physical 
or chemical action. To “improve the appearance” means to remove, or reduce stains, 
impurities, or oxidation from surfaces or to make surfaces smooth and shiny.  “Metal 
Polish or Cleanser” includes, but is not limited to metal polishes used on brass, silver, 
chrome, copper, stainless steel and other ornamental metals.  “Metal Polish or 
Cleanser” does not include “Automotive Wax, Polish, Sealant or Glaze,” “General 
Purpose Cleaner,” “Tire or Wheel Cleaner,” “Paint Remover or Stripper,” products 
designed and labeled exclusively for automotive and marine detailing, or products 
designed for use in degreasing tanks. 

“Multi-purpose Solvent” means: 
(A) for products manufactured before January 1, 2015: any liquid product 

designed or labeled to be used for dispersing, dissolving, or removing 
contaminants or other organic materials.  “Multi-purpose Solvent” includes: 1. 
products that do not display specific use instructions on the product container or 
packaging; 2. products that do not specify an end-use function or application on 
the product container or packaging; 3. solvents used in institutional facilities, 
except for laboratory reagents used in analytical, educational, research, scientific 
or other laboratories; 4. “Paint clean-up” products; and 5. products labeled to 
prepare surfaces for painting.  For the purposes of this definition only, “Paint 
clean-up” means any liquid product labeled for cleaning oil-based or water-
based paint, lacquer, varnish, or related coatings from, but not limited to, 
painting equipment or tools, plastics, or metals.  “Multi-purpose Solvent” does 
not include 1. solvents used in cold cleaners, vapor degreasers, conveyorized 
degreasers or film cleaning machines; 2. solvents labeled exclusively for the 
clean-up of application equipment used for polyaspartic and polyurea coatings; 
3. products that are labeled exclusively to clean a specific contaminant, on a 
single substrate, in specific situations; or 4. except as provided in section 
94509(p)(4)(A), any product making any representation that the product may be 
used as, or is suitable for use as a consumer product which meets another 
definition in section 94508(a); such products are not “Multi-purpose Solvents” 
and are subject to the “Most Restrictive Limit” provisions of section 94512(a). 

(B) for products manufactured on or after January 1, 2015:  any product designed 
or labeled to be used for dispersing, dissolving, or removing contaminants or 
other organic materials. 

http://www.arb.ca.gov/consprod/regs/2008/3cp.htm/%20metalpolish#metalpolish
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“Multi-purpose Solvent” includes: 

1. products that do not display specific use instructions on the product 
container or packaging; 

2. products that do not display an end-use function or application on the 
product container or packaging; 

3. solvents used in institutional facilities; 
4. products labeled as “Paint Clean-Up,” or products designed or labeled for 

cleaning oil-based or water-based paint, lacquer, varnish, or related 
coatings from painting equipment or tools, plastics, or metals; 

5. products labeled to prepare surfaces for painting; and 
6. products that display on the Principal Display Panel a specific chemical 

name.  Examples of specific chemical names include mineral spirits, ketone, 
turpentine, toluene, xylene(s), acetone, naphtha, or alcohol. 

“Multi-purpose Solvent” does not include: 

1. solvents used in cold cleaners, vapor degreasers, conveyorized degreasers 
or film cleaning machines; 

2. solvents labeled exclusively for the clean-up of application equipment used 
for polyaspartic and polyurea coatings; 

3. products that are labeled exclusively to clean a specific contaminant, on a 
single substrate; 

4. “Rubbing Alcohol;” 
5. laboratory reagents used in analytical, educational, research, scientific or 

other laboratories; and 
6. products that are used exclusively for the thinning of “Industrial 

Maintenance Coatings,” “Zinc –Rich Primers,” or “High Temperature 
Coatings” that meet both of the following criteria: 
a. the Responsible Party also manufactures for sale in California “Industrial 

Maintenance Coatings,” “Zinc –Rich Primers,” or “High Temperature 
Coatings;” and 

b. the label states the specific product or brand of the “Industrial 
Maintenance Coating,” Zinc-Rich Primer,” or “High Temperature Coating” 
for which the product is used. 

7. denatured alcohol products that are sold directly or through distributors to 
a “Public Utility” as defined by §216 of the Public Utilities Code, and is 
used to maintain electrical equipment that meet both of the following 
criteria: 
a. the equipment is owned by a “Public Utility”; and 
b. the equipment manufacturer states that maintenance can only be 

performed with denatured alcohol. 
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“Nonaerosol” means any product which is not an “Aerosol Product.” 

“Oven or Grill Cleaner” means a product labeled exclusively to remove baked on 
greases and/or deposits from food preparation and/or food cooking surfaces. A 
product that is labeled as an “Oven or Grill Cleaner” that makes claims that it is 
suitable for degreasing other hard surfaces is a “General Purpose Degreaser.”  A 
product that is labeled as an “Oven or Grill Cleaner” that makes claims that it is 
suitable for cleaning other hard surfaces is a “General Purpose Cleaner.” 

“Paint Remover or Stripper” means any product designed to strip or remove paints or 
other related coatings, by chemical action, from a substrate without markedly 
affecting the substrate.  “Paint Remover or Stripper” does not include “Multi-purpose 
Solvent,” paint brush cleaners, products designed and labeled exclusively as “Graffiti 
Remover,” and hand cleaner products that claim to remove paints and other related 
coatings from skin. 

“Paint Thinner” means: 
(A) for products manufactured before January 1, 2015:  any liquid product used for 

reducing the viscosity of coating compositions or components, that prominently 
displays the term “Paint Thinner,” “Lacquer Thinner,” “Thinner,” or “Reducer” on 
the front panel of its packaging.  “Paint Thinner” does not include any of the 
following products: 

1. “Artist’s Solvent/Thinner;” 
2. products that are sold in containers with a capacity of 5 gallons or more and 

labeled exclusively for the thinning of “Industrial Maintenance Coatings,” 
“Zinc-Rich Primers,” or “High Temperature Coatings;” 

3. products labeled and used exclusively as an ingredient in a specific coating 
or coating brand line, whereby the coating would not be complete or 
useable without the specific ingredient; and 

4. products that meet both of the following criteria: 
a. the Principal Display Panel of the product displays, in a font size as large 

as, or larger than, the font size of all other words on the Principal Display 
Panel, language that the product is used exclusively for the thinning of 
“Industrial Maintenance Coatings,” “Zinc-Rich Primers,” or “High 
Temperature Coatings,” and 

b. no representation is made anywhere on the product container or 
packaging, or any label or sticker attached thereto, that the product is 
suitable for use or may be used for any other purpose except the 
thinning of “Industrial Maintenance Coatings,” “Zinc-Rich Primers,” or 
“High Temperature Coatings.” 

(B) for products manufactured on or after January 1, 2015:  any product that is 
designed or labeled to reduce the viscosity of coating compositions or 
components, or a product that prominently displays terms such as “Paint 
Thinner,” “Lacquer Thinner,” “Thinner,” or “Reducer” on the label.  “Paint 
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Thinner” includes aerosol products that provide a seamless transition between 
finishes, except for “Uniform Finish Coating” as defined in section 94521(a). 
 
“Paint Thinner” does not include any of the following products: 

1. “Artist’s Solvent/Thinner;” 
2. “Rubbing Alcohol;” 
3. products that are sold in containers with a capacity of 5 gallons or more and 

labeled exclusively for the thinning of “Industrial Maintenance Coatings,” 
“Zinc –Rich Primers,” or “High Temperature Coatings” that meet both of the 
following criteria: 
a. the Responsible Party also manufactures for sale in California “Industrial 

Maintenance Coatings,” “Zinc –Rich Primers,” or “High Temperature 
Coatings;” and 

b. the label states the specific product or brand of the “Industrial 
Maintenance Coating,” “Zinc –Rich Primer,” or “High Temperature 
Coating” for which the thinning product is to be used.  

4. products labeled and used exclusively as an ingredient in a specific coating 
or coating brand line, whereby the coating would not be complete or 
useable without the specific ingredient; and 

5. products that meet all of the following criteria: 
a. the Principal Display Panel of the product displays, in a font size as large 

as, or larger than, the font size of all other words on the Principal Display 
Panel, excluding the company name, brand name, and logo, language 
that the product is used exclusively for the thinning of “Industrial 
Maintenance Coatings,” “Zinc-Rich Primers,” or “High Temperature 
Coatings;” 

b. no representation is made anywhere on the product container or 
packaging, or any label or sticker attached thereto, that the product is 
suitable for use or may be used for any other purpose except the 
thinning of “Industrial Maintenance Coatings,” “Zinc-Rich Primers,” or 
“High Temperature Coatings;” 

c. the Responsible Party also manufactures for sale in California “Industrial 
Maintenance Coatings,” “Zinc –Rich Primers,” or “High Temperature 
Coatings;” and 

d. the label states the specific product or brand of the “Industrial 
Maintenance Coating,” “Zinc –Rich Primer,” or “High Temperature 
Coating” for which the thinning product is to be used. 

e.  
“Product Brand Name” means the name of the product exactly as it appears on the 
principal display panel of the product. 

“Product Category” means the applicable category which best describes the product 
as listed in this Section 94508. 
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“Product Form,” for the purpose of complying with Section 94513 only, means the 
applicable form which most accurately describes the product's dispensing form as 
follows: 
 
 A = Aerosol Product 
 S = Solid  
 P = Pump Spray 
 L = Liquid 
 SS = Semisolid 
 O = Other 

“Propellant” means a liquefied or compressed gas that is used in whole or in part, 
such as a cosolvent, to expel a liquid or any other material from the same self-
pressurized container or from a separate container. 

“Pump Spray” means a packaging system in which the product ingredients within the 
container are not under pressure and in which the product is expelled only while a 
pumping action is applied to a button, trigger or other actuator. 

“Responsible Party” means the company, firm or establishment which is listed on the 
product's label.  If the label lists two companies, firms or establishments, the 
responsible party is the party which the product was “manufactured for” or 
“distributed by,” as noted on the label. 

“Retailer” means any person who sells, supplies, or offers consumer products for sale 
directly to consumers. 

“Retail Outlet” means any establishment at which consumer products are sold, 
supplied, or offered for sale directly to consumers. 

“Sealant or Caulking Compound” means any product with adhesive properties that is 
designed to fill, seal, waterproof, or weatherproof gaps or joints between two 
surfaces.  “Sealant or Caulking Compound” does not include pipe thread sealants or 
pipe joint compounds; roof cements and roof sealants; insulating foams; removable 
caulking compounds; clear/paintable/water resistant caulking compounds; floor 
seam sealers; products designed exclusively for automotive uses; or sealers that are 
applied as continuous coatings.  “Sealant or Caulking Compound” also does not 
include units of product, less packaging, which weigh more than one pound and 
consist of more than 16 fluid ounces. For the purposes of this definition only: 
 
“Removable caulking compounds” means a compound which temporarily seals 
windows or doors for three to six month time intervals. 
 
“Clear/paintable/water resistant caulking compounds” means a compound which 
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contains no appreciable level of opaque fillers or pigments; transmits most or all 
visible light through the caulk when cured; is paintable; and is immediately resistant 
to precipitation upon application. 
 
“Sealant or Caulking Compound” is divided into two subcategories: 

(A) “Chemically Curing Sealant or Caulking Compound” means any “Sealant or 
Caulking Compound” which achieves its final composition and physical form 
through a chemical curing process, where product ingredients participate in a 
chemical reaction in the presence of a catalyst that causes a change in chemical 
structure and leads to the release of chemical byproducts. “Chemically Curing 
Sealant or Caulking Compound” includes, but is not limited to, products that 
utilize silicone, polyurethane, silyl-terminated polyether, or silyl-terminated 
polyurethane reactive chemistries. “Chemically Curing Sealant or Caulking 
Compound” does not include products which are not solely dependent on a 
chemically curing process to achieve the cured state. 

(B) “Nonchemically Curing Sealant or Caulking Compound” means any “Sealant or 
Caulking Compound” not defined under “Chemically Curing Sealant or 
Caulking Compound.” 

“Semisolid” means a product that, at room temperature, will not pour, but will spread 
or deform easily, including but not limited to gels, pastes, and greases. 

“Solid” means a substance or mixture of substances which, either whole or 
subdivided (such as the particles comprising a powder), is not capable of visually 
detectable flow as determined under ASTM D-4359-90 (May 25, 1990) Standard Test 
Method for Determining Whether a Material Is a Liquid or a Solid, which is 
incorporated by reference herein. 

“Spot Remover” means any product labeled to clean localized areas, or remove 
localized spots or stains on cloth or fabric such as drapes, carpets, upholstery, or 
clothing, that may or may not require subsequent laundering to achieve stain 
removal.  “Spot Remover” includes spotting agents used by commercial dry cleaning 
and “laundering” operations. “Spot Remover” does not include “Laundry Prewash” or 
aerosol products labeled solely for gum removal. 

“Undercoating” means:  
(A) for products manufactured before January 1, 2017:  any aerosol product 

designed to impart a protective, nonpaint layer to the undercarriage, trunk 
interior, and/or firewall of motor vehicles to prevent the formation of rust or to 
deaden sound.  “Undercoating” includes, but is not limited to, rubberized, 
mastic, or asphaltic products. 
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(B) for products manufactured on or after January 1, 2017:  any aerosol product 
designed or labeled exclusively to impart a protective, nonpaint layer to the 
undercarriage, trunk interior, and/or firewall or other parts of motor vehicles to 
prevent the formation of rust or to deaden sound.  “Undercoating” includes, but is not 
limited to, rubberized, mastic, or asphaltic products.  An aerosol product that may be 
used as an “Undercoating” but makes claims it may be used to provide a flexible or 
protective coating to non-vehicular surfaces is a “Flexible Coating” as defined in 
section 94521(a). 
 
“Volatile Organic Compound (VOC)” means any compound containing at least one 
atom of carbon, excluding carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, carbonic acid, metallic 
carbides or carbonates, and ammonium carbonate, and excluding the following: 

(A) methane, 
methylene chloride (dichloromethane), 
1,1,1-trichloroethane (methyl chloroform),  
trichlorofluoromethane (CFC-11), dichlorodifluoromethane (CFC-12), 
1,1,2-trichloro-1,2,2-trifluoroethane (CFC-113), 
1,2-dichloro-1,1,2,2-tetrafluoroethane (CFC-114),  
chloropentafluoroethane (CFC-115),       chlorodifluoromethane (HCFC-
22), 
1,1,1-trifluoro-2,2-dichloroethane (HCFC-123), 
1,1-dichloro-1-fluoroethane (HCFC-141b), 
1-chloro-1,1-difluoroethane (HCFC-142b), 
2-chloro-1,1,1,2-tetrafluoroethane (HCFC-124),         trifluoromethane (HFC-23), 
1,1,2,2-tetrafluoroethane (HFC-134), 
1,1,1,2-tetrafluoroethane (HFC-134a), pentafluoroethane (HFC-125), 
1,1,1-trifluoroethane (HFC-143a), 
1,1-difluoroethane (HFC-152a), 
ethoxy-nonafluorobutane (HFE 7200), 
trans-1,3,3,3-tetrafluoropropene (HFO-1234ze), 
cyclic, branched, or linear completely methylated siloxanes, the following classes 
of perfluorocarbons: 

1. cyclic, branched, or linear, completely fluorinated alkanes; 
2. cyclic, branched, or linear, completely fluorinated ethers with 

no unsaturations; 
3. cyclic, branched, or linear, completely fluorinated tertiary amines with no 

unsaturations; and 
4. sulfur-containing perfluorocarbons with no unsaturations and with the sulfur 

bonds to carbon and fluorine, and 

(B) the following low-reactive organic compounds which have been exempted by 
the U.S. EPA: 
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acetone, 
ethane, 
methyl acetate, 
parachlorobenzotrifluoride (1-chloro-4-trifluoromethyl benzene), 
perchloroethylene (tetrachloroethylene). 

“VOC Content” means the total weight of VOC in a product expressed as a 
percentage of the product weight (exclusive of the container or packaging), as 
determined pursuant to sections 94515(a) and (b). 


	Appendix E:  Consumer Product Definitions
	Antiperspirants and Deodorants Definitions
	Consumer Products Definitions


