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• The California Occupational Safety and Health 
Standards Board (Board) is the only agency in the 
State authorized to adopt occupational safety and 
health standards. 

• Any person can address the Board and petition or 
propose a new or revised occupational safety or 
health standard. 

• Petition 573 was submitted by worker advocate 
groups to amend Title 8 to protect outdoor 
workers from unhealthy levels of wildfire smoke 
through the emergency rulemaking process. 
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ecember 10,2018 

E..'-«utivc Officer 

OSHSB 
PIJIU,~ Aec~w, 
I z.J, > /I <o 

Occ,pa:ioMI Safrty and I ltahh S!Mdarc..s Eo.-ird 
252(+ Vmt1re Oats Wa), Suite 3.50 
$:lcommto, CA 95833 

RE: l'elilion hr Emergen1y St111diard to protect 011door wc,rkt rs in urm.'i impacted by 
Jn bcaltb)' lcn~ls of" ildfirt- $mcike 

'£his is a JXlitfon re<1"esting detek1pmen1 or .'ln t n~tg<n<:y StJJHhrd to put in pince protrcLions for 
Oultbor wc:,rkers '!\'he, arc \\'<lrkini in irt-CiS impacted by ,,;tdfire smoke. 

The C3tastrop11ic "''ildfirts ocross California in 2013 and other recent yearsdemonstr.ue the urgent 
need ro: p101e:.tic,n for workc1-s who inun labor outdoors in:irc-as l\'hcre .heoirquality m:eu or 
exceeds unheahh~• tcve's (ut to wildtirt smoke. Wildfire sm:>ke c;mtnins hith kvds -0r fine 
pr1ic11b1c m,lltcr (P\i2.S). Ex1,osure IO fine particulme mancr can r«.uce lung iu~licn, '4'0rScn 
l1ear1 and Inn~ condi1ions. :ind cause coughing. Nh(ezini;., :md difficulty b1<allling. /1.n c:me·gC<1cy 
St:lndtlrd nteds lO be put in pbce tlS socn OS p:'>S$tblt, since wildftrts ttrc now occurring dming 
mnny mon:hs of 1he yenr. 1'he errcrgcncy s:an,l.nrd should ~Pl>• tc, O\/tdc,or 0<;cup2cions sucl1 as 
agrkullure. cauLi.1cttOn. fondscaping. 1rnin:en~oee, C•>in.n1ercial delivery, Md odlerncti\•ilies not 
considered to be 'first r•:spon9.!". These otter 1;cti.,,i1ies It> 00 c,we·ed by the sumdud woJld for 
c:x:implc irclude n<>"k of nurses. caregi·,ers and $.'.hool stnff c·,ac,cui,g ~,ticnls.. cesidenLS. and 
sud,;nu. 

TheC111!'3!ncy st1.ndard st»ulJ follow 1•e nod::1 (If Cal/OSHA, Air Reso.1rccs Bonrd. :md public 
tctil~h 3d\' sorics and be b.1scd on rcquWing protcclions when Air Quali;y Index mean1rtments 
reac.'\ unhealtHul 1'Ctldings due to wildfire si:101-.:e. 11,estandard ~hould :e.qJirt the in,plt me11111ion 
of feas ib lccnsinoeri■g coniroh St.Ch l!i t'llchsed str1.K.ure.o; or \·chic e cabswi.h lihcrcd air ·Or res1 
und mc1I bre~h. Rectuue 1:,.Jbic h:-nl ,h Nlvisorics rccomnend limitingthctimc an-cl c:.sfXticu spenl 
i ri o,tdoor ac1 i\' i lies' , ti· e smndnrd W u Id add rtss, \\1terc ft.3Sible, r.d 11' in ist.rn1 i ve con tm Is such a.s 
(har.gcs in wcrk !ocatioa nnd Kh-:dulcs, n=duc1ion in wort. intcnsicy, and additional rci1 ~riods, 
The emergency sianJard sl·ou!d nl.so nddrc$S provisicn or appro1>riately !elc;tcd ar.d maintained 
respimtory protection. 

Sincerd y, 

-~~-
Milch Su:i1er 
Cnlifomio Lnbor Fedcrntiou 

w?~ ~n~ 
Doughs l . Parker Anne K~tten 
Worka:fe Coliforni3 Ruml Legal 

Assi$Um:~ Fourd:ition 

 
 

  

  

 
 

 

Petition 573 
requests to 
amend Title 8 
through the 
addition of 
Emergency 
Standards to 
protect 
outdoor 
workers from 
wildfire smoke 
constituents. 
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Overview of the 
Emergency Propos~ 

   

1. Scope 

2. Identification of harmful exposures 

3. Communication 

4. Training and instruction 

5. Control of harmful exposure to 
employees 

4 



   

  
  

  

   

This section applies to workplaces where: 

(A) The current Air Quality Index (current
AQI) for PM2.5 is greater than 150, regardless
of the AQI for other pollutants; and 

(B) The employer should reasonably anticipate 
that employees may be exposed to wildfire 
smoke. 

(With some exceptions) 
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Identification of Har 
Exposure 

 

  
  

 

1. Check the AQI on governmental 
websites; or 

2. Get the AQI from a governmental 
agency by phone, email, text, etc.; or 

3. Monitor air quality directly; or 

4. Assume the AQI is greater than 500. 
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Colllillunication 

  
   

  

   
    

  

  
   

  
    

The employer shall establish and implement a 
system for communicating wildfire smoke
hazards in a form readily understandable by all
affected employees. 
1. Inform employees of the current AQI for PM2.5 and of

protective measures available to employees to reduce
their wildfire smoke exposures. 

2. Encourage employees to inform the employer of
worsening of air quality; and any adverse symptoms
that may be the result of wildfire smoke exposure
such as asthma attacks, difficulty breathing, and chest 
pain. 
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Training and Instruction 

  
 

 
 

The employer will be required to 
provide effective training and 
instruction.  At a minimum the 
information contained in Appendix B. 
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Control of Harmful Exposure to Em~J~tl 

  

  
 

 Engineering controls 

 Administrative controls 

 Control by respiratory protective equipment 

Emergencies, including rescue and evacuation are exempt 
from the requirement to implement engineering and 
administrative controls. 
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Any Ques · 

? 
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