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CALIFORNIA STATE OF EMERGENCY (OCTOBER 27, 2019):  OPERATION OF 
PORTABLE BACK-UP GENERATORS TO ALLEVIATE THE THREAT TO PUBLIC 
HEALTH AND SAFETY IN ANTICIPATION OF AN IMMINENT PUBLIC SAFETY POWER 
SHUTOFF 

This advisory addresses the timing of use of portable backup generators in connection 
with a Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) event.  This advisory supplements the 
previously issued advisory regarding use of backup generators while power is 
disconnected as a result of a PSPS event.1  We recommend referring to both 
advisories in conjunction with the applicable regulations to understand the compliance 
requirements. 
 

• In limited circumstances as described below, portable generators may 
be operated during PSPS events prior to the inactivation of the 
distribution line servicing the generator site if necessary to alleviate 
threats to public health and safety.   

• Where unregistered and unpermitted portable generators are moved 
frequently between sites, following the submittal of a CARB Form 402 
within 24 hours of commencing initial operation, an owner or 
operator may submit subsequent Form 40s to CARB to list the 
location(s) of the where the portable generator has operated, on a 
weekly basis.   

• Owners or operators must first check with their local air district to 
determine that the use of a portable generator to provide emergency 
back-up power is allowed at the site.   

The current fire weather conditions in California pose an imminent threat to the health 
and safety of Californians, both through on-going wildfires and PSPS events that 
interrupt the electrical power available from utilities.3  CARB rules currently allow 
operation of portable back-up generators during PSPS events caused by extreme fire 
weather conditions in limited circumstances; however, operators wishing to use  
generators for this purpose must first check with their local air district to determine 
what local requirements may apply.   

During PSPS events, commercial utility customers who have lost power may need to 
operate portable diesel-powered back-up generators to alleviate an immediate threat 

                                            
1 California Air Resources Board (2019).  Use of Back-up Engines for Electricity Generation During Public 
Safety Power Shutoffs.  Available at:  https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/fact-sheets/carb-regulations-
allow-use-back-generators-during-public-safety-power-shutoff 
2 CARB Form 40 available at:  https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2018-12/perp_form40.pdf 
3 Executive Department, State of California.  Proclamation of a State of Emergency:  October 26, 2019.  
Available at:  https://www.gov.ca.gov/2019/10/25/governor-newsom-declares-state-of-emergency-in-
sonoma-and-los-angeles-counties-due-to-fires/ 

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/fact-sheets/carb-regulations-allow-use-back-generators-during-public-safety-power-shutoff
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/fact-sheets/carb-regulations-allow-use-back-generators-during-public-safety-power-shutoff
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2018-12/perp_form40.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2019/10/25/governor-newsom-declares-state-of-emergency-in-sonoma-and-los-angeles-counties-due-to-fires/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2019/10/25/governor-newsom-declares-state-of-emergency-in-sonoma-and-los-angeles-counties-due-to-fires/
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to public health and safety.  Due to staffing and technology limitations during the 
emergency, some customers operating generators for public health and safety, such as 
for powering telecommunications equipment or other critical equipment, may be 
unable to automatically initiate operation of a backup generator at the moment the 
power is shut off, and may not have staffing onsite to operate the back-up generator.  
In these cases, equipment may lose power and crucial services could be interrupted if 
the backup generator is not operated in advance of the loss of power during the PSPS. 

When conducting a PSPS event, California’s utilities send a first notification to 
customers two days in advance. 4  One day prior to the deactivation of the distribution 
line, the utilities send a second notification that the deactivation is imminent.  Extreme 
fire weather conditions are present for the duration of the PSPS event including when 
the deactivation is imminent.   Further, the exact timing of the deactivation of the 
distribution line servicing a specific site is unknown, thereby precluding reliance on 
utility power.  Under such circumstances, CARB rules allow operation of back-up 
generators to alleviate threats to public health and safety.   

For unpermitted and unregistered portable generators, CARB regulations allow 
operation of back-up generators provided that the operator submits a CARB Form 40 
“Notification of Operation in an Emergency Event” to CARB within 24 hours of 
commencing operation.  Some customers operating portable generators for public 
health and safety, such as to power telecommunications equipment, or other critical 
equipment during a PSPS event may need to move generators quickly and frequently 
between sites.  In such events, the owner or operators should submit updated Form 
40s to CARB for each location where the equipment is operated, on a weekly basis.   

Users are also reminded that only federally-certified engines may be used to power 
portable generators, even under emergency conditions. They may only reside at a 
given location for less than 12 months under the portable engine requirements.  

To take advantage of the elements of this advisory, a utility customer must first notify 
CARB in advance by sending an initial Form 40 to portable@arb.ca.gov, and a letter 
indicating the desire to take advantage of this advisory by describing how the 
customer’s equipment is necessary for public health and safety; why their equipment 
lacks an ability for automatic initiation once power is lost; and why personnel are not 
available on-site to trigger operation of the generator manually.   

• Upon request by the air district or CARB, the operator must demonstrate: 
o The operator submitted the Form 40 and letter to CARB in advance to 

portable@arb.ca.gov, and 
o The operator received notification that the PSPS event will occur within 

one day3, (second notification from the utility), and 
o The operation of the facility is necessary to alleviate threats to public 

health and safety, and 

                                            
4 To sign up for notifications from your local utility, please visit:   https://prepareforpowerdown.com/ 

mailto:portable@arb.ca.gov
mailto:portable@arb.ca.gov
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o The facility lacks necessary equipment to automatically initiate operation 
of a portable generator, and 

o The facility is operated without staff on-site, and 
o The portable generator initiated operation no more than 24 hours prior 

to the scheduled power shut off, and 
o The portable generator ceases operation as soon as practically possible 

after the power is restored. 

• Following the submittal of a Form 40 within 24 hours of commencement of 
initial operation, Form 40 notifications for operation of unregistered portable 
generators at each site may be updated on a weekly basis by submitting forms 
to portable@arb.ca.gov. 

Notwithstanding state requirements and this advisory, stationary back-up generators 
are often subject to local air district requirements.  These requirements vary by air 
district, and they may include permitting, emissions limits, and operational restrictions.  
Owners and operators of stationary back-up generators must contact the air district in 
which the generator would be operated to ensure that such generators are operated 
in accordance with applicable district rules and requirements.  Under certain 
conditions, a portable generator, operated at a stationary source, may be considered 
a stationary generator.  Owners of small engines, at or below 19 kilowatts (kW), should 
check with their local district for any permitting requirements.  

Operators must first check with their local air district to determine that the use 
of a portable generator to provide emergency back-up power is allowed at the 
site.  Local air district contact phone numbers are shown below.   

  

mailto:portable@arb.ca.gov
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LIST OF AIR DISTRICT CONTACTS 

Air District Telephone 
Number 

Air District Telephone 
Number 

Amador County APCD (209) 257-0112
Monterey Bay Air Resources 
District 

(831) 647-9411

Antelope Valley AQMD (661) 723-8070 North Coast Unified AQMD (707) 443-3093

Bay Area AQMD (415) 749-5000 Northern Sierra AQMD (530) 274-9360

Butte County AQMD (530) 332-9400
Northern Sonoma County 
APCD 

(707) 433-5911

Calaveras County APCD (209) 754-6399 Placer County APCD (530) 745-2330

Colusa County APCD (530) 458-0590
Sacramento Metropolitan 
AQMD 

(916) 874-4800

Eastern Kern APCD (661) 862-5250 San Diego County APCD (858) 586-2600

El Dorado County 
AQMD 

(530) 621-7501 San Joaquin Valley APCD 559-230-5888

Feather River AQMD (530) 634-7659
San Luis Obispo County 
APCD 

(805) 781-5912

Glenn County APCD (530) 934-6500 Santa Barbara County APCD (805) 961-8800

Great Basin Unified 
APCD  

(760) 872-8211 Shasta County AQMD (530) 225-5674

Imperial County APCD (442) 265-1800 Siskiyou County APCD (530) 841-4025

Lake County AQMD (707) 263-7000 South Coast AQMD (909) 396-2000

Lassen County APCD (530) 252-4247 Tehama County APCD (530) 527-3717

Mariposa County APCD (209) 966-3689 Tuolumne County APCD (209) 533-5693

Mendocino County 
AQMD 

(707) 463-4354 Ventura County APCD (805) 645-1400

Modoc County APCD (530) 233-6401 Yolo-Solano AQMD (530) 757-3650

Mojave Desert AQMD (760) 245-1661

 
  

For information on CARB regulations, please visit our website at: 
www.arb.ca.gov 

http://www.arb.ca.gov/
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