
 

  

 

                
                 

                
                

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              
                

                
    

 

                 
              

                  
                   
                

                 
        

 

             
             

                

CARB  Warning  on  DMV  Registration  Renewal  Notice   
Factsheet  –  November  2019  

What  does  the  message  on  my  Registration  Renewal  Notice,  shown  below,  mean?   

If you received the following message on your DMV Vehicle Registration Notice, it means that as 
of January 1, 2020, your vehicle will not be compliant with or excluded from the California Air 
Resources Board’s Truck & Bus Regulation. The law requires the DMV to deny registration for any 
vehicle that is non-compliant or has not reported to CARB as compliant or exempt from the 
Regulation. 

How  does  my  vehicle  become  CARB  compliant?  

To comply with the Truck & Bus Regulation’s Engine Compliance Schedule, most vehicles must 
be replaced or the engine must be repowered with a 2010 or newer engine. The compliance 
schedule lays out when diesel engines that are subject to the rule must comply. Heavier vehicles 
also have filter requirements. 

Are  there  any  extensions  available  for  my  registration?   

If your vehicle is not compliant, you must pay your registration fee to receive a 90-day Temporary 
Operating Permit (TOP) that will become active on the day your current vehicle registration 
expires. If you pay your registration fee by mail, you will receive a receipt from the DMV stating 
that you are not compliant and must visit a DMV field office to receive the 90-day TOP. If you 
have not operated the vehicle after the expiration date, you may request a refund by completing 
and submitting an Application for Refund ADM 399. Refunds are not given over the counter at a 
field office; refunds will come in the mail. 

Are  there  any  exemptions  to  the  rule?   

Other than filing for Planned Non-Operation for the non-compliant vehicle, there are two 
remaining compliance options, both of limited use. The Low-Use Exemption requires you to 
operate less than 1,000 miles annually in the state, and the NOx Exempt Area Flexibility Option 

https://ww3.arb.ca.gov/msprog/truckstop/images/complianceschedule.png
https://ww3.arb.ca.gov/msprog/truckstop/images/complianceschedule.png
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/wcm/connect/4949cf84-4360-4443-96f2-689375cb51f8/adm399.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=
https://ww3.arb.ca.gov/msprog/onrdiesel/documents/fslowuse.pdf?_ga=2.267330957.2006616088.1571076238-931033255.1570467331
https://ww3.arb.ca.gov/msprog/onrdiesel/documents/fsnoxexempt.pdf?_ga=2.19762619.2006616088.1571076238-931033255.1570467331


  

 

                
                

              
              
         

 

              
                 

                

 

                 
                

               
  

 

               
                

            
             
                

             
             
               

       

 

               
             

               
      

 

              
   

 
          

requires you to install a diesel particulate filter and operate exclusively in certain areas of the 
state. All other flexibility options or extensions are no longer available, by law. To become CARB 
compliant under one of these options and receive DMV vehicle registration, the vehicle owner 
must report in CARB's TRUCRS reporting database, affirming Low-Use or NOx exempt status, and 
follow the requirements of the exemption going forward. 

Are  there  any  other  extensions  or  exceptions  CARB  can  grant  me  for  my  vehicle?   

The Truck and Bus Regulation is California law. CARB’s staff, management, executive officers, 
and board members are all bound by the requirements of the regulation and do not have the 
authority to offer any additional extensions or exceptions not already provided for in the law. 

Can  I  sell  my  non-compliant  vehicle  in  California?   

If you plan to sell a non-compliant vehicle subject to the regulation, you must provide a specific 
disclosure statement in writing to the buyer on the bill of sale, sales contract addendum, or 
invoice regarding the Truck & Bus Regulation. The rules do not cover selling a non-compliant 
vehicle out-of-state. 

Why  have  I  never  heard  about  these  requirements?   

The Truck & Bus Regulation has been in effect since 2008 and engine replacement requirements 
began as early as 2013. Information on this and other CARB regulations are in the DMV 
Commercial Driver Handbook. Since 2008, CARB has deployed multiple outreach efforts and 
hosted numerous trainings and events throughout the state. More focused outreach has occurred 
during the past two years, during which time CARB has sent warning letters and postcards to 
affected vehicle owners using DMV registered addresses. We have also employed various other 
techniques to spread awareness because, although the Regulation is not new, the DMV 
verification process for vehicle registration is. CARB and the DMV have worked hard to ensure 
vehicle owners are not caught off-guard. 

Is  there  any  state  funding  for  the  purchase  of  new  vehicles?   

The Truck Loan Assistance Program helps small business owners affected by the Truck & Bus 
Regulation to secure financing for upgrading their fleets with newer trucks. Other financial 
incentives may be available for the replacement of vehicles that have more than one year 
remaining before their compliance deadline. 

How  can  I  find  more  information?   

• Visit arb.ca.gov/truckstop for more information on the Truck & Bus Regulation and DMV 
compliance verification. 

• Visit DMV’s Webpage for more information on compliance verification. 

https://ssl.arb.ca.gov/ssltrucrstb/trucrs_reporting/login.php
https://ww3.arb.ca.gov/enf/advs/advs416.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/truck-loan-assistance-program
https://ww3.arb.ca.gov/msprog/truckstop/azregs/fa_resources.htm
https://ww3.arb.ca.gov/msprog/truckstop/azregs/fa_resources.htm
https://ww3.arb.ca.gov/msprog/truckstop/truckstop.htm
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/dmv/detail/mcs/dieselcomp
https://arb.ca.gov/truckstop
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