


May 10, 2024

Re: Low Carbon Fuel Standard – We Need You to Stand Strong for Environmental
Justice, Clean Air and a Stable Climate.

Dear Chair Randolph and Members of the Board:

We write as public interest groups across the country to ask the California Air Resources
Board (CARB) to do the right thing when it comes to the Low Carbon Fuel Standard (LCFS).
Environmental justice, labor union, and social justice colleagues in California have sounded the
alarm bell that this program harms people across the State, from the fenceline of factory farms
to the residents living in the shadows of refineries. In fact, the program has incentivized harm in
similar rural and urban communities across the country. The program amendments proposed by
CARB staff extend to 2045, so this rulemaking is critical to send the right investment and policy
signals for decades to come.

Unfortunately, the current proposal will continue to drive investment toward false climate
solutions that perpetuate environmental injustice across the country and undermine CARB’s
efforts to transform our transportation system toward truly zero-emissions solutions.
Furthermore, we are disturbed that CARB staff appear to be moving away from including
intrastate jet fuel in the LCFS instead of expanding the scope of coverage to include interstate
and international flights. We need the Board to do what California groups have called for, which
is to Fix the LCFS.

The Board’s guiding light should be to use the LCFS to support the advancements that
make CARB a world leader in air and climate action. Doing so means:



● Ending lavish incentives to factory farms across the country to produce methane and
factory farm gas that California does not need. Not only is methane-producing liquified
manure management a choice but also CARB has an obligation to regulate that
methane rather than subsidize its creation.

● Capping the unfettered rise of biofuels, which pose grave risks to our climate and
ecosystems, and which are driving a glut of credits that is weighing down the program.

● Enhancing support for truly zero-emissions solutions, like electric school and transit
buses, that deliver multiple long-term benefits, like VMT and air pollution reductions.

● Not relying on offset projects like direct air capture and factory farm gas to decarbonize
the transportation sector, as this is a way for the oil industry to justify its continued
operations and pollution in communities. These projects will perpetuate the oil industry’s
environmental racism in communities across the country.

We need the Board and the Governor of California to understand that this program
impacts many people in California and beyond. For those of us outside of California, we see
polluting projects in our communities justified because California’s LCFS is sending the wrong
investment signals. And we fear more will come down the line. CARB Staff’s proposal does not
align with what the Board has voted on through other regulations.

We recognize that policy reform can be hard when it requires standing up against
incumbent industries like the oil industry, the methane industry, and big agricultural interests. But
we ask you to place the health of communities and the climate ahead of these powerful and
entrenched interests and fix the LCFS.

Sincerely,

Román Partida-López
Senior Legal Counsel for Transportation
Equity
The Greenlining Institute

Teresa Bui
Climate Policy Director
Pacific Environment

Marven Norman
Policy Coordinator
Center for Community Action and
Environmental Justice

Dashel Murawski
Communications and Policy Coordinator
Center for Food Safety

Christina Scaringe
California Climate Policy Director
Center for Biological Diversity

Phoebe Seaton
Co-Executive Director
Leadership Counsel for Justice and
Accountability

Defensores del Valle Central para el Aire y
Agua Limipio

Faraz Rizvi
Policy & Campaign Manager
Asian Pacific Environmental Network



Andrea Marpillero-Colomina
Sustainable Communities Program Director
GreenLatinos

Dan Ress
Senior Attorney
Center on Race, Poverty & the
Environment

Kevin D Hamilton
Senior Director Government Affairs
Central California Asthma Collaborative

Sheheryar Kaoosji
Executive Director
Warehouse Worker Resource Center

Ellie Cohen
CEO
The Climate Center

Nicholas J Ratto
Transportation Team Lead
350 Bay Area Action

Robert M. Gould, MD
President
San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social
Responsibility

Marilyn Price
Co-Chair
Sustainable Mill Valley

Shoshana Wechsler
Co-Coordinator
Sunflower Alliance

Tracy Carluccio
Deputy Director
Delaware Riverkeeper Network

Daniel Chandler
Steering Committee
350 Humboldt

Ken Dolsky
Co-leader
Don't Gas the Meadowlands Coalition

Janet Cox
CEO
Climate Action California

Gloria E. Alonso Cruz
Environmental Justice Advocacy
Coordinator
Little Manila Rising

Ryan Madden
Climate & Energy Campaigns Director
Long Island Progressive Coalition

Lauren Goldberg
Executive Director
Columbia Riverkeeper

Amelia Keyes
Attorney & Legal Fellow
Communities for a Better Environment

Amy Goldsmith
NJ State Director
Clean Water Action

Todd Weber
Volunteer, Chapter Co-Leader
Elders Climate Action (ECA) Northern
California (NorCal) Chapter

Richard Burke
Founder, Chapter Leader
Elders Climate Action (ECA) Southern
California (SoCal) Chapter



Gracyna Mohabir
Clean Air and Energy Regulatory Advocate
California Environmental Voters

Chirag G Bhakta
California Director
Food & Water Watch

Jason John
Acting Director
Sierra Club California

Christine Ball-Blakely
Senior Staff Attorney
Animal Legal Defense Fund

Kyle Heiskala
Policy Co-Director
Environmental Health Coalition

Bobbi Jo Chavarria
Founder
GROW Fontana

Sandra Diaz
Vice President
SEIU United Service Workers West

Molly Armus
Animal Agriculture Policy Program Manager
Friends of the Earth

Lauren Jacobs
Executive Director
PowerSwitch Action

Paulina Lopez
Executive Director
Duwamish River Community Coalition

Catherine Garoupa
Executive Director
Central Valley Air Quality Coalition

Jesse N Marquez
Executive Director
Coalition For A Safe Environment

Sherri Dugger
Executive Director
Socially Responsible Agriculture Project

Jack Eidt
Co-Founder
SoCal 350 Climate Action

Andrea Vidaurre
Policy Analyst and Advocate
People’s Collective for Environmental
Justice

Rania Masri
Co Director
NC Environmental Justice Network

Jessica Culpepper
Executive Director
FarmSTAND

Namrita Merino
Chief Operating Officer
GreenWealth Energy Solutions

Patty Lovera
Policy Advisor
Campaign for Family Farms and the
Environment

Adrian Martinez
Deputy Managing Attorney
Earthjustice

Lucas Zucker
Co-Executive Director
Central Coast Alliance United for a
Sustainable Economy (CAUSE)



Linda Rudolph
Senior Policy Advisor
Center for Climate Change and Health

CC: Governor Newsom


