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Climate conditions -> social conditions 
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Fig. 3 Empirical studies demonstrate that climate variables influence social and economic 
outcomes in many sectors and contexts. 
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”Threat multiplier” 

Extreme weather 

Coastal inundation 

Volatile economic conditions 

Labor market shifts/dislocations 

Local resource scarcity (e.g., water) 



   
  

    
  

 
  

   
    

Compounded injustice: who will be hit hardest? 

Those already experiencing social inequity 
◦ Racism and historical marginalization 
◦ Poverty 
◦ Lower access to jobs, safe housing, education, healthcare 

Intersectionality framework (Rosenthal, 2016) 
◦ Climate change further “interlocking system of injustice” 



   
  

  
  

    
   

   

Social inequities -> mental health susceptibility 

Racism and poverty linked to anxiety, depression, other mental health 
conditions (Murali & Oyebode 2004; Santiago-Rivera, Adames, Chavez-Duenas, 
Benson-Florez, 2016) 



  
  

Example:  impacts of urban heat 
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Disproportionate heat island impacts 

Lower-income communities of color more likely located in areas with fewer 
trees and more concrete (Jesdale, Morello-Frosch and Cushing, 2013 ) 

People living in poverty are less likely to have (or be able to use) air conditioning 



 
  

   
   
  

  
  

  
 

    

Impacts of urban heat 

Individual health impacts 
◦ Stress, discomfort, risk of long-term impacts or death 
◦ Increased exposure to air pollutants 

Community impacts 
◦ Increased violence and aggression 
◦ Breakdown in social cohesion 

◦ Potentially increased vulnerability as community trust degrades 



 
  

  

    
 

   

  

Mental health outcomes 

Pre-existing stressors 

Greater vulnerability to climate impacts 
◦ Location 
◦ Marginalization and access 

Lower resources for coping 
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